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The TASW Network is a diverse group of energetic and expert 

practitioners from a variety of sectors, organisations and 

countries demonstrated how they had initiated whole-of-

society preparedness for pandemic and related threats. They 

also indicated their commitment to maintaining and refining 

the best practices they have developed. They agreed to 

communicate it widely, mainstream it within institutions, 

sustain it, reach out and engage others who might benefit 

from it, and to continue to learn from each other. They opted 

to maintain contact through a network that includes a broad 

range of partners from government, business, civil society, 

research groups and the military – from five continents.   

It builds on the significant investments and broad 

participation in pandemic preparedness since 2005, which 

have generated many practical lessons and innovations - 

relevant not only for improving responses to health crises, but 

also for strengthening societal resilience in the face of other 

major threats. 

TASW Network promotes key good practices include (i) 

coordination of multi-actor networks, including professionals 

from business, Government and civil society, (ii) planning for 

the maintenance of critical services, (iii) implementation of 

communication strategies, (iv) simulations to test and validate 

contingency plans, (v) mobilization of funds for preparedness 

and (vi) development of tools for measuring preparedness. 

This periodic newsletter provides TASW network members with 

an opportunity to share recent activities, case studies and 

developments that may be of wider interest. 

Towards a Safer World (TASW) is a multi-

stakeholder network of practitioners on whole 

of society preparedness for pandemics and 

comparable threats, led by the UN System  
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In many ways, 

the year 2012 is 

a crucial turning 

point in world 
affairs. 

Summary of Outcomes of the 2012 International 

Disaster and Risk Conference (IDRC), 

Davos, Switzerland, 26-30 August 2012 

Introduction The 4th 

International Disaster and Risk 

Conference IDRC Davos 2012, 

organised by the Global Risk 

Forum (GRF), was held in 

Davos, Switzerland, from 26th-

30th August 2012. The 

conference consisted of 11 

plenary sessions, two keynote 

lectures - one of them given by 

Dr. David Nabarro, Special 

Representative of the UN 

Secretary General on Food 

Security and Nutrition and the 

Senior Coordinator of the UN 

System Influenza (UNSIC) - an 

open forum, four open-stage 

sessions and more than 50 

parallel sessions. There were 

also three pre-conference 

conventions and one post-

conference symposium. Some 

950 participants from more 

than one hundred countries 

attended the conference, 

whose theme was "Integrative 

Risk Management in a 

Changing World – Pathways to 

a Resilient Society". 

In many ways, the year 2012 is 

a crucial turning point in world 

affairs. The full effects of a 

global recession are being felt. 

Many people, communities, 

organisations and governments 

are at last beginning to 

understand the imperatives 

created by the need to bring 

the risk and disasters problems 

under control and manage the 

adaptation of societies and 

economies to the effects of 

climate change and. The 

worldwide rise in the number, 

magnitude and complexity of 

risks and disasters is a matter of 

great concern.  

The conference offered 

delegates the chance to listen 

to an extraordinary breadth 

and richness of opinions, 

viewpoints and experiences, 

and to make their own views 

known via question-and-answer 

sessions, dialogues and 

individual 'Red Chair' 

statements. The conference 

abstracts, and most of the talks, 

video statements and debates 

are freely available through the 

GRF Davos's website 

(www.grforum.org ). Some of 

the key findings and agreed 

outcomes are briefly 

summarized: 

Assessing risk is not merely a 

question of scientific effort 

applied to government, but it is 

also an issue of transparency 

and governance. Multiple risks 

need to be managed by a 

concerted approach that 

involves multiple stakeholders. 

One way that this can be done 

within civil administration at the 

national level is to use a "whole 

government" approach, in 

which all ministers are brought 

around the table by a force 

powerful enough to induce 

them all to commit time, 

attention and resources to the 

reduction and management of 

specific risks. It is axiomatic that 

governments should nominate 

a chief risk officer. The role of 

this figure should be to assess 

the risks of financial, natural, 

technological and social 

disaster.  

At the same time, risk transfer 

tools are available to the 

private sector. These relate to 

weather, health and 

projections of natural 

catastrophe. Disaster 

preparedness needs to be 

comprehensive, sustainable 

and focussed on different 

sectors and multiple hazards. It 

will be vital to integrate disaster 

risk reduction with climate 

change adaptation (CCA). 

Mainstreaming DRR into CCA 

will require multiple forms of 

coordination in both vertical 

and horizontal dimensions. It 

requires a series of partnerships 

to be made, namely, between 

government, the private sector 

and civil society in which 

community organisations and 

volunteer groups are of 

paramount importance to 

increase resilience. It is essential 

that greater foresight be 

exercised, and preparations 

made for events before they 

happen.  

 

(Continued page 3) 

http://www.grforum.org/
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At present, one of the fastest growing fields in 

integrative risk management is One Health. This 

alliance between the protagonists and 

practitioners of human, animal and ecosystem 

health is based on the axiom that each sector is 

highly relevant to the health of the other two, such 

are the interconnections. One can view this in 

terms of, for instance, the protection of the human 

food chain, or the prevention of zoonotic 

diseases. The One Health paradigm is attractive 

because it is convenient, innovative and flexible. 

However, it involves huge challenges of balancing 

local and global priorities, and the concerns of 

very diverse interested parties. Moreover, One 

Health is currently not connected to humanitarian 

actions.  

The One Health field has already generated a 

massive amount of excellent work involving 

people and institutions who have elected to work 

together. Future work needs to concentrate on 

the interfaces between human, animal and 

ecosystem health paradigms. It should do so by 

developing a generic, all hazards, multi-sectorial 

and multidisciplinary, crosscutting but inclusive 

approach. This broad, concerted approach is the 

only way in which the challenge of stopping the 

international and regional proliferation of major 

diseases can effectively be tackled. In this 

process, the link with the Hyogo Framework for 

Action is very clear, as all five HFA priorities are 

extremely relevant to the processes of stopping 

and dealing with pandemics. 

An excellent example for a successful 

implementation of an integrative, cross-sectorial 

approach is the “Towards a Safer World” initiative, a 

multi-stakeholder network of practitioners, led by the 

UN System Influenza Coordination office. Its purpose 

is to identify, disseminate and support 

implementation of practical lessons, good practices 

and innovations that emerged from the enormous 

amount of work undertaken by civil society, 

governments and the private sector over the last 6 

years to prepare for influenza pandemic – and to 

demonstrate the relevance of those lessons and 

practices to preparedness for other emerging 

infectious diseases, for low-frequency high-impact 

events, and for complex unpredictable slow-onset 

disasters which impact multiple countries, sectors 

and levels of society. 

To conclude, the risk community has reached 

agreement on the importance of disaster risk 

reduction as an overall framework for prevention, 

preparedness, response and recovery and on the 

need for integrative, cross-sectorial and inter- and 

transdisciplinary approaches. There is a gradual 

movement towards better policy coherence and 

reduced duplication, and the political will to place 

risk reduction higher up the political agenda. 

The 5th International Disaster and Risk Conference 

IDRC Davos 2014 will take place from 24 – 28 August 

2014, again in Davos, Switzerland. 

For further information please contact Mr. Walter J. 

Ammann, Chairman IDRC Davos 2012-GRF Davos, 

at presidency@grforum.org, Follow us on Twitter 

https://twitter.com/GRFDavos and Like us on 

Facebook https://www.facebook.com/GRFDavos.  

 

The risk community has 

reached agreement on 

the need for integrative, 

cross-sectorial and inter- 

and trans-disciplinary 

approaches. 

At present, one of the 

fastest growing fields in 

integrative risk 

management is One 

Health. 

(Continued from page 2) 

mailto:presidency@grforum.org
https://twitter.com/GRFDavos
https://www.facebook.com/GRFDavos
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Update on the Aviation, Tourism and Travel Sector from 
the UN World Tourism Organization 

Communications is key to avoid 

unnecessary impacts on the 

travel and tourism sector from 

health events and natural 

disasters. The Tourism Emergency 

Network (TERN), established 

originally for pandemic 

preparedness, has ever since 

been used constantly to 

communicate and coordinate 

travel and tourism sector efforts. 

The earthquake in Australia, the 

tsunami and nuclear accident in 

Japan, and the Arab Spring in 

the Middle East were all 

situations when the mechanisms 

were used and proved relevant. 

The mechanisms of the Office of 

the Senior UN System Influenza 

Coordinator (UNSIC) and the 

good leadership of the 

International Civil Aviation 

Organization (ICAO) allowed the 

UN World Tourism Organization 

(UNWTO) to benefit from cross-

agency coordination and 

helped significantly to limit the 

impacts of the nuclear incident 

in Japan. 

 

UNWTO, based on pandemic 

preparedness experience, 

initiated the development of 

guidelines for the integration of 

the travel and tourism sector 

into national emergency 

structures. Proper integration of 

private sector activities, such as 

travel and tourism, and public 

sector activities, such as 

emergency management, is 

crucial to minimize 

inconsistency in actions and 

messages and ensure efficient 

use of resources. A first review 

meeting in Australia with key 

players from both areas 

demonstrated the relevance of 

this approach from an 

international dimension. When 

travelling internationally, tourists 

face additional challenges 

such as language, unfamiliarity 

with the emergency 

infrastructure and extended 

stays. As interfaces between 

actors remain one of the most 

important areas to improve, 

UNWTO brought major travel 

and tourism associations 

together and facilitated a 

process of discussion among 

them and Ministries of Tourism 

regarding their particular 

information needs when an 

emergency situation is arising. 

By better understanding the 

players, needs and 

assumptions, trusted networks 

will grow and become more 

robust at national and 

international levels, allowing 

timely exchange of critical 

information, to the benefit of 

both parties.  

 

As a direct consequence of the 

activities carried out during the 

pandemic, in 2011 UNWTO 

formulated and approved 

through its General Assembly 

‘Recommendations on the Use 

of Geo-references, Date and 

Time in Travel Advice and Event 

Information’  

(A/19/9 add.1/Annex 10).  

 

These recommendations 

increase the transparency, 

efficiency and relevance of 

advice and information and 

increase their acceptance 

among all stakeholders, 

including Ministries of Foreign 

Affairs, Ministries of Tourism and 

the private sector. 

Communications is key 

to avoid unnecessary 

impacts on the travel 

and tourism sector from 

health events and 

natural disasters. 
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Project Highlights: these are 

impact stories from our regional 

and country offices. This is a 

new initiative so there are only 

4 available right now but this list 

is being updated on a weekly 

basis.  

https://www.gfdrr.org/gfdrr/proj

ecthighlights 

One of my favorite stories is the 

"Enhancing Safety and 

Improving Living Conditions for 

100,000 Vulnerable Families - 

Building a Culture of Resilient 

Reconstruction in India". 

http://gfdrr.org/gfdrr/sites/gfdrr.

org/files/Project_Highlights_Ow

ner-

Driven_Housing_Reconstruction.

pdf  

 

2. Publications: Government 

ministers from around the world 

met in Sendai, Japan, October 

9 and 10 for the Sendai 

Dialogue—a special event on 

managing disaster risk co-

hosted by the Government of 

Japan and the World Bank. Part 

of the IMF-WBG Annual 

Meetings program, the 

Dialogue brought together 

Annual Meetings delegates, 

disaster experts and other 

stakeholders to build a global 

consensus on the need to 

better prepare for disasters 

around the world.  

 

Sendai Documents 

https://www.gfdrr.org/gfdrr/

node/1301  

 

3. News stories:  

Preparing Nations to be a Step 

Ahead: To help communities 

better prepare for natural 

hazards, a multi-country 

partnership launched a new 

hazard impact modelling tool, 

endorsed by the President of 

Indonesia Susilo Bambang 

Yudhoyono.  

Latest Innovations in Crisis 

Mapping: The Fourth 

International Conference of 

Crisis Mappers (ICCM), October 

11-14, 2012  

https://www.gfdrr.org/gfdrr/no

de/1363  
 

 

 

 
2012 International Day for Disaster 

Reduction: The [In]visible Force of 

Women and Girls: GFDRR partners 

with government, civil society, the 

private sector, and academia to 

co-host an event to observe the 

2012 International Day for Disaster 

Reduction: The [In]visible Force of 

Women and Girls.  

https://www.gfdrr.org/gfdrr/node

/1360 

 

Updates from the World Bank Global Facility for Disaster Risk Reduction  

 

 

http://www.gfdrr.org/gfdrr/projecthighlights
https://www.gfdrr.org/gfdrr/projecthighlights
https://www.gfdrr.org/gfdrr/projecthighlights
http://gfdrr.org/gfdrr/sites/gfdrr.org/files/Project_Highlights_Owner-Driven_Housing_Reconstruction.pdf
http://gfdrr.org/gfdrr/sites/gfdrr.org/files/Project_Highlights_Owner-Driven_Housing_Reconstruction.pdf
http://gfdrr.org/gfdrr/sites/gfdrr.org/files/Project_Highlights_Owner-Driven_Housing_Reconstruction.pdf
http://gfdrr.org/gfdrr/sites/gfdrr.org/files/Project_Highlights_Owner-Driven_Housing_Reconstruction.pdf
http://gfdrr.org/gfdrr/sites/gfdrr.org/files/Project_Highlights_Owner-Driven_Housing_Reconstruction.pdf
http://gfdrr.org/gfdrr/sites/gfdrr.org/files/Project_Highlights_Owner-Driven_Housing_Reconstruction.pdf
http://gfdrr.org/gfdrr/sites/gfdrr.org/files/Project_Highlights_Owner-Driven_Housing_Reconstruction.pdf
http://gfdrr.org/gfdrr/sites/gfdrr.org/files/Project_Highlights_Owner-Driven_Housing_Reconstruction.pdf
http://gfdrr.org/gfdrr/sites/gfdrr.org/files/Project_Highlights_Owner-Driven_Housing_Reconstruction.pdf
http://gfdrr.org/gfdrr/sites/gfdrr.org/files/Project_Highlights_Owner-Driven_Housing_Reconstruction.pdf
https://www.gfdrr.org/gfdrr/publist
http://www.gfdrr.org/gfdrr/node/1301
https://www.gfdrr.org/gfdrr/node/1301
https://www.gfdrr.org/gfdrr/node/1301
http://www.gfdrr.org/gfdrr/news_list
http://www.gfdrr.org/gfdrr/node/1416
http://www.gfdrr.org/gfdrr/node/1416
http://www.gfdrr.org/gfdrr/node/1363
http://www.gfdrr.org/gfdrr/node/1363
https://www.gfdrr.org/gfdrr/node/1363
https://www.gfdrr.org/gfdrr/node/1363
http://www.gfdrr.org/gfdrr/node/1360
http://www.gfdrr.org/gfdrr/node/1360
https://www.gfdrr.org/gfdrr/node/1360
https://www.gfdrr.org/gfdrr/node/1360
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Strategy Development Workshop on Pandemic 

Preparedness and Response for Food Supply 

The Asia-Europe Foundation 

(ASEF) Public Health Network, in 

collaboration with the Ministry of   

Health of Lao PDR, organised a 

Strategy Development Workshop 

on Pandemic Preparedness and 

Response for Food Supply 

Security in Vientiane, Lao PDR on 

22 and 23 October 2012. 

 

A total number of 22 participants 

attended the workshop, 

representing a wide variety of 

sectors, including the food 

industry, national governments, 

regional, national and 

international organisations, the 

military and civil society 

organisations. They identified 

shortcomings in the pandemic 

preparedness plans and 

assessed the level of 

preparedness in view of possible 

futures by using the ASEF-ASAP 

scenarios. Based on this exercise, 

participants developed several 

strategic options on, for 

example, communicating risks 

and sharing resources.  

 

In terms of risk communications, 

some options included: involving 

academia, experts, and 

politicians in the risk assessment 

by forming a technical working 

group; reaching consensus on 

the outcome of risk assessment 

among those involved; and 

establishing strategies to 

communicate uncertainty. With 

regard to sharing resources, 

proposals covered: publicizing 

the value of sharing during the 

peaceful time and tailoring the 

compensation packages 

considering cases of over-

report and under-report, 

among many others.  

The full report will be available 

early 2013. For more information 

visit  www.asef.org. 

 

This workshop was part of a 

series of activities under the 

ASEF-ASAP (Accurate Scenarios 

Active Preparedness) scenarios 

project. With a unique scenario-

based approach, ASEF 

engages multiple stakeholders 

to strengthen the pandemic 

preparedness plans and 

improve the current strategies. 

Throughout 2011 and 2012, 

ASEF engaged multiple 

stakeholders in developing 

sectoral as well as multi-

sectoral strategies for 

pandemic preparedness and 

response. At the workshops that 

ASEF previously organised, 

high-level professionals 

involved in human security 

(health, food, water, and 

environment) and the 

passenger air transport sector 

shared their current 

preparedness plans, identified 

gaps and developed strategic 

options. In 2014, ASEF will move 

forward to the theme of risk 

communications, which was 

highly recommended by 

participants in all three 

workshops to pursue robust 

plans. ASEF welcomes ideas 

and suggestions from key 

players in the fields. 
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Lessons in Whole-of-Society Pandemic Disaster Preparedness 

through the Experience of the PREPARE Project 

The PREPARE Pandemic 

Preparedness Project is a 

three-year project 

implemented by the 

International Medical 

Corps through funding 

from the United States 

Agency for International 

Development (USAID).   
 

PREPARE seeks to enhance the 

capacities of target African 

and Asian nations to mitigate 

and respond to the non-health 

impacts of a pandemic 

through the development of 

National, sectoral, and local 

pandemic preparedness plans 

based on a whole-of-society 

paradigm. 

 

PREPARE has engaged in multi-

sectoral pandemic disaster 

planning with the following 

eight essential service sectors: 

banking & finance, energy, 

food, health, 

telecommunications, 

transportation, security, and 

water & sanitation.  These 

multisectoral planning efforts 

include regional engagements 

with the Association of 

Southeast Asian Nations 

(ASEAN) and the East African 

Community (EAC), nationally 

with Ghana, Indonesia, Kenya, 

the Philippines, Tanzania, and 

Uganda, and also at the 

municipal level though pilot 

initiatives in the Philippine cities 

of Santa Rosa (Laguna 

Province) and Cainta (Rizal 

Province). 

 

 

The sector-level pandemic 

preparedness plans are 

designed to increase essential 

service sector resilience by 

maintaining the continuity of 

essential operations (e.g. 

production and deliveries of 

food, medicines and other 

commodities, provision of 

public utilities, access to money 

and maintaining cash flow, and 

general health-care) during a 

pandemic or other large-scale 

disaster. 

 

In our experience, the first 

challenge of multisectoral 

preparedness planning is that a 

sector is not a homogenous 

entity, but instead a 

conglomerate of numerous 

public and private service 

providers and other actors, 

many of which are traditionally 

in competition with each other.  

Bringing these actors together 

to cooperate and collaborate, 

including defining a joint sector 

crisis management team and 

sharing information and 

potentially even resources 

during a crisis event, requires 

very convincing arguments in 

order for stakeholders to 

appreciate how collaborative 

disaster planning  efforts are of 

benefit and value to all 

involved.  Creating a single 

unified plan for such a 

multifaceted group is a tall 

order, and it is not efficient or 

practical to bring all individual 

sector stakeholders around the 

same table to draft a single 

plan. 

 

With respect to these 

challenges, PREPARE facilitated 

the development of sectoral 

technical working groups which 

were comprised of 

representatives from the 

planning and operations 

departments of the most critical 

stakeholders, both public and 

private, within a given sector. 

 

The technical working groups 

were successful in the 

production of draft sectoral 

preparedness plans, which 

were disseminated to a greater 

number of sectoral 

stakeholders in order to solicit 

and incorporate the feedback 

of additional service providers 

outside of the technical 

working groups. 

 

As with any type of 

preparedness planning it is 

important to validate and test 

newly developed or updated 

plans for any weakness or gaps, 

and in the case of sector-level 

planning it is especially crucial 

to test these plans in parallel in 

order to identify any gaps in 

trigger-based responses, critical 

cross-sector interdependencies, 

and government support 

mechanisms.  PREPARE 

accomplished this validation 

through intensive simulation 

table-top exercises. 

 

Another challenge of 

multisectoral planning is 

defining the body or agency 

that is actually responsible for 

activating the plan during a 

disaster, as well as coordinating 

a sector-wide response.  In 

(Continued page 8) 
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reality few line ministries will have the mandate, 

authority, and capacity to reach across all types 

of sector stakeholders, especially private 

agencies, to coordinate a sector-wide response 

during a crisis. 

For this reason, PREPARE promotes the formation 

of a Crisis Management Team for each sector – 

with senior representatives from a variety of key 

sectoral stakeholders, both public and private.  

Feedback has been overwhelmingly positive.  

Other actors have directly requested the relevant 

line ministries and national disaster management 

organizations to legally mandate and 

institutionalize sectoral preparedness planning 

and public-private Crisis Management Teams. 

 

Furthermore, this type of sectoral organization 

through a Crisis Management Team has already 

proved useful for other non-pandemic related 

disasters. In early August 2012, a large earthquake 

rocked parts of the Philippines and the 

Telecommunications Crisis Management Team 

(which at that time was still a technical working 

group) was able to successfully mobilize and 

activate their network in order to quickly assess 

the public, government, and internal sectoral 

needs in the areas most affected by the 

earthquake and possible tsunami. 

 

Standalone sector plans and Crisis Management 

Teams are tangible milestones and achievements 

that go a long way in realizing multisectoral 

disaster preparedness.  To realize whole-of-society 

preparedness, each of these standalone sectoral 

plans must be linked to a national multisectoral 

coordination and crisis management framework 

that coordinates multisectoral response across all 

essential sectors of society. 

 

The experience of PREPARE is that national 

multisectoral coordination is most effective when 

led by a single government agency with the 

appropriate mandate, authority, and capacity to 

do so usually a coordinating ministry or the 

national disaster management organization - 

interoperating with relevant security bodies as 

needed in the occurrence of social unrest. 

 

Finally, as a long-term goal and roadmap for 

complete whole-of-society preparedness, this 

process needs to be replicated at municipal, 

district, and community levels.  Each of these 

societal levels should develop their respective 

multisectoral preparedness plans which are inter-

linked to the broader national coordination plans.   

Although this may sound like a daunting or perhaps 

near-impossible task, in reality the same basic 

structure already exists within most national disaster 

management organizations.  The key is 

institutionalizing whole-of-society involvement. 

 

Extending this vision even further, regional-level 

multisectoral pandemic preparedness frameworks 

have already been initiated.  This includes the ‘North 

American Plan for Animal and Pandemic Influenza’ 

(2012) in collaborative effort between Canada-

Mexico-USA, and also the ‘ASEAN multi-sectoral 

framework in responding to pandemic impacts’ 

which is currently in development through a 

PREPARE-supported process. 

 

In conclusion, the most poignant and universally 

applicable experience of PREPARE over the past 

three years is the realization that in nearly every 

context, from the small community of Santa Rosa in 

the Philippines to the desks of the Secretary 

Generals of the EAC and ASEAN, there exists a 

global consensus that whole-of-society multisectoral 

preparedness is the most effective method for 

building disaster resilience. 

 

 

The PREPARE Project ends in January 2013 and we 

hope that our experiences, challenges, and 

successes can be a learning tool for our fellow 

Whole-of-Society practitioners and colleagues. 

 

For more information please do not hesitate to 

contact: 

Dr. Noel Miranda, Technical Advisor, 

nmiranda@InternationalMedicalCorps.org, 

or Mr. Jacob Schafer, Project Manager, 

jschafer@InternationalMedicalCorps.org 

(Continued from page 7) 

The sector-level preparedness 

plans are designed to increase 

essential service sector resilience 

by maintaining the continuity of 

essential operations during a 

pandemic or other large-scale 

disaster. 

mailto:jschafer@InternationalMedicalCorps.org
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Extreme Events Bulletin from the UK Health Protection Agency 

The Health Protection Agency provides an Extreme Events Bulletin – a brief bulletin of web links 

and news items relating to current extreme events that are occurring globally.  

http://www.hpa.org.uk/Topics/EmergencyResponse/ExtremeWeatherEventsAndNaturalDisasters/ 

  

To receive a daily (Monday – Friday) brief bulletin of web links and news items relating to current 

extreme events that are occurring globally, Click to subscribe [external link] to the Extreme Events 

bulletin via GovDelivery. Follow us on  Twitter  @HPAuk, Email: ExtremeEvents@hpa.org.uk  or  

Website: Extreme Events and Health Protection Website. 

Are We Prepared To Help Low-Resource Communities Cope With A Severe Influenza 

Pandemic? 

Save the Children worked closely with the International Federation of Red Cross/Red 

Crescent Societies on the USAID-funded ‘’Humanitarian Pandemic Preparedness’’ initiative 

(H2P) which sought to enhance community-level pandemic preparedness. In the light of their 

experiences, a team from Save has published an article which argues that recent research 

involving lab-modified H5N1 influenza viruses with increased transmissibility and the ongoing 

evolution of the virus in nature should remind us of the continuing importance of 

preparedness for a severe influenza pandemic.  Current vaccine technology and antiviral 

supply remain inadequate, and in a severe pandemic, most low-resource communities will 

fail to receive adequate medical supplies.  However, with suitable guidance, these 

communities can take appropriate actions without substantial outside resources to reduce 

influenza transmission and care for the ill.  Such guidance should be completed, and support 

provided to developing countries to adapt it for their settings and prepare for 

implementation. The full article can be found at 

http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/irv.12040/full. 

 

http://www.hpa.org.uk/Topics/EmergencyResponse/ExtremeWeatherEventsAndNaturalDisasters/
https://public.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKHPA/subscriber/new?topic_id=UKHPA_21
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTIxMTAxLjExNjU1ODExJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDEyMTEwMS4xMTY1NTgxMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MjI3ODkwJmVtYWlsaWQ9dmlyZ2luaWEubXVycmF5QGhwYS5vcmcudWsmdXNlcmlkPXZpcmdpbmlhLm11cnJheUBocGEub3JnLnVrJmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&112&&&https://twitter.com/hpauk
mailto:anita.cooper@hpa.org.uk
http://links.govdelivery.com/track?type=click&enid=ZWFzPTEmbWFpbGluZ2lkPTIwMTIxMTAxLjExNjU1ODExJm1lc3NhZ2VpZD1NREItUFJELUJVTC0yMDEyMTEwMS4xMTY1NTgxMSZkYXRhYmFzZWlkPTEwMDEmc2VyaWFsPTE3MjI3ODkwJmVtYWlsaWQ9dmlyZ2luaWEubXVycmF5QGhwYS5vcmcudWsmdXNlcmlkPXZpcmdpbmlhLm11cnJheUBocGEub3JnLnVrJmZsPSZleHRyYT1NdWx0aXZhcmlhdGVJZD0mJiY=&&&113&&&http://www.hpa.org.uk/Topics/EmergencyResponse/ExtremeWeatherEventsAndNaturalDisasters/
http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/10.1111/irv.12040/full
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Recent Updates on the TASW Website 

 

News items recently posted on www.towardsasaferworld.org include: 

Key changes to pandemic plans by Member States of the WHO European Region based on lessons learnt 

from the 2009 pandemic 

More than 30 Member States in the WHO European Region are in the process of revising their pandemic 

plans, with two already published. Changes are being made based on lessons learnt from the response to 

the 2009 pandemic and these follow recommendations from numerous national, regional and global 

evaluations. 

Read more at http://www.towardsasaferworld.org/node/21  

Disaster Metrics: A Proposed Quantitative Assessment Tool in Complex Humanitarian Emergencies – The 

Public Health Impact Severity Scale (PHISS) 

Complex Humanitarian Emergencies (CHE) result in rapid degradation of population health and quickly 

overwhelm indigenous health resources. Numerous governmental, non-governmental, national and 

international organizations and agencies are involved in the assessment of post-CHE affected 

populations. To date, there is no entirely quantitative assessment tool conceptualized to measure the 

public health impact of CHE. Read more at: http://www.towardsasaferworld.org/node/17  

Atlas of health and climate 

The World Health Organization (WHO) and the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) launched the 

Health and Climate Atlas. The Atlas features a section and case studies devoted to climate-related 

health emergencies. The launch coincides with the WMO Extraordinary Congress on the Global 

Framework for Climate Services which aims “to enable better management of the risks of climate 

variability and change … through the development and incorporation of science-based climate 

information and prediction into planning, policy and practice on the global, regional and national 

scale.” Read more at http://www.towardsasaferworld.org/node/16  

Keynote at the 4th International Disaster and Risk Conference IDRC Davos 2012 by Dr David Nabarro 

Keynote at the 4th International Disaster and Risk Conference IDRC Davos 2012 by Dr David Nabarro 

Special Representative of the UN Secretary General on Food Security and Nutrition, and the UN System 

Influenza Coordinator on: "Supporting resilient systems for one health, food security and nutrition: 

participatory risk reduction at critical interfaces". Watch the video at this link:  Dr David Nabarro - Keynote 

at IDRC Davos 2012 from GRForum on Vimeo. 

http://www.towardsasaferworld.org/
http://www.towardsasaferworld.org/node/21
http://www.towardsasaferworld.org/node/21
http://www.towardsasaferworld.org/node/21
http://www.towardsasaferworld.org/node/21
http://www.towardsasaferworld.org/node/17
http://www.towardsasaferworld.org/node/16
http://vimeo.com/50531086
http://vimeo.com/50531086
http://vimeo.com/grforum
http://vimeo.com/
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Contact Us: 

For more information, visit our website at www.towardsasaferworld.org 

 

If you would like to join the TASW network or contribute to the next newsletter, contact 

Chadia Wannous 

UNSIC Senior Policy Advisor and 

TASW Network Coordinator 

Email: chadia.wannous@undp.org 

Tel: +41 22 917 1150 

http://www.towardsasaferworld.org/
mailto:chadia.wannous@undp.org

